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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 9-22 have been examined. 

2. This office action is in response to the preliminary amendment filed on May 6 2005, in which 
claims 1-8 are canceled and claims 9-22 are added for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

3. Claims 9-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Croy 
(US Patent No. 6040829). 

As per claim 9, Croy discloses: 

A method for data exchange between an electric device and a user interface via a data network, 
comprising: exchanging data between the electric device 
and the user interface in the form of data packets; 

(Column 2, line 62-64, A hand-held device and system for monitoring and controlling electronic devices 
using a dual partition user interface, and column 9, line 5 1-52 ; wherein All the Personal Navigator 200 
external information is received/transmitted in encoded format via data packets, touches base upon the 
use of user interface to control a device via data packet). 
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and transmitting a complete data record containing one of all the control information that is 
relevant for the control of the device and all the relevant status information with each data packet 
from said user interface to said electric device. 

(Column 3, line 45-50, enabling or disabling signals of the PN service will cause the base station 
controller 130 to send data to the remote device 200 or not (conditional access); wherein the 
Microcontroller 130 receives the VBI encoded data as one source of external information provided to 
base station 100, indicates the microcontroller complete steps of receiving, decoding and sending data). 

As per claim 10, Croy discloses: 

The method according to claim 9, including coding control information contained in said data 
packet and not required for the instantaneous control of said device with neutral parameter 
information. 

(Column 13, line 1-2, local area message or local area data is transferred to remote device 200 or queued 
for later transfer to remote device, touches base upon the capability of queuing control message for alter 
use). 

As per claim 1 1 , Croy discloses: 

The method according to claim 9, including coding status information contained in said data packet 
and not required by said user interface with neutral parameter information. 

(Column 2, line 16-17 and 19-30, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices, wherein a base unit 
including a microcontroller and an interface coupled to the microcontroller for receiving external 
information; and 2) a personal navigator coupled to the base unit via a data link, the personal navigator 
further including a display component for displaying a dual partition selection list including at least a 
portion of the external information received from the interface, the dual partition selection list further 
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includes a first selection list and a second selection list, at least a portion of the first selection list and at 
least a portion of the second selection list being at least partly concurrently displayable on the display 
component, illustrates the dual selection of the use interface in which the later is used for a displaying 
component and not requiring coding information). 

As per claim 12, Croy discloses: 

The method according to claim 9, including providing an electrical household appliance and 
controlling and monitoring said electrical household appliance with said data packets transmitted 
from said user interface. 

(Column 2, line 16,21 and 22, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices, wherein a personal 
navigator coupled to the base unit via a data link, and column 9, line 51-52 , All the Personal 
Navigator 200 external information is received/transmitted in encoded format via data packets 
and column 9, line 31 ,remote control for household appliances: kitchen, air condition, heating, security, 
and the like, illustrates the monitoring and controlling can be used for a household device). 



As per claim 13 , Croy discloses: 

The method according to claim 9, including said data network is a public data network, especially 
the internet. 

(Column 10, line 9-10, At least one server is installed to supply the remote device 200 with information 
transmitted over the Internet, illustrates the use of the internet to transmit control infomiation). 



Application/Control Number: 10/534.203 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2100 

As per claim 14, Croy discloses: 

The method according to claim 9, including said user interface forming at least a component of a 
control unit. 

(Column .3, line 6-8, The Personal Navigator (referred to herein as the PN) is a hand-held device which 
forms a general, nearly unlimited standard user-interface for home appliance control, touches base upon 
the mechanism of using a user interface to form a control code.) 

As per claim 15, Croy discloses: 

The method according to claim 14, including said user interface forming said control unit. 

(Column 3, line 6-8, The Personal Navigator (referred to herein as the PN) is a hand-held device which 
forms a general, nearly unlimited standard user-interface for home appliance control, touches base upon 
the mechanism of using a user interface to form a control code.) 



As per claim 16, Croy discloses: 
An electric device, comprising: 

a control unit: a remote user interface coupled to said control unit via a data network; 

(Column 10, line 9-10, At least one server is installed to supply the remote device 200 with 
information transmitted over the Internet, illustrates the use of the internet to transmit control 
information). 

said remote user interface communicating with said control unit via said data network; 
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(Column 10, line 9-10, At least one server is installed to supply the remote device 200 with 
information transmitted over the Internet, illustrates the use of the intemet to transmit control 
information). 

exchanging data between said control unit and said user interface by transmitting said data via said 
data network in the form of data packets; 

(Column 2, line 62-64, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices using a dual partition user 
interface, and column 9, line 51-52; wherein All the Personal Navigator 200 external information is 
received/transmitted in encoded format via data, packets, touches base upon the use of user interface to 
control a device via data packet), 
each said data packet forming a complete data record; 

column 9, line 51-52 , All the Personal Navigator 200 external information is received/transmitted in 
encoded format via data packets, inherently describes the complete data record contained with the data 
pocket in order to conduct the desired monitoring and controlling of a device), 
and each said data record containing one of all the control information that is relevant for the 
control of said device and all the relevant status information with each data packet transmitted 
from said user interface to said control unit 

(Colunm 3, line 45-50, enabling or disabling signals of the PN service will cause the base station 
controller 130 to send data to the remote device 200 or not (conditional access), wherein 
Microcontroller 130 receives the VBI encoded data as one source of external information 
provided to base station 100, indicates the microcontroller complete steps of receiving, decoding 
and sending data). 
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As per claim 1 7, Croy discloses: 

The electric device according to claim 16, including control information contained in said data 
packet and not required for the instantaneous control of said device coded with neutral parameter 
information. 

(Column 13, line 1-2, local area message or local area data is transferred to remote device 200 or queued 
for later transfer to remote device, touches base upon the capability of queuing control message for alter 
use). 

As per claim 1 8, Croy discloses: 

The electric device according to claim 16, including status information contained in said data 
packet and not required by said user interface coded with neutral parameter information. 

(Column 2, hne 16, 19-30, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices, wherein a base unit 
including a microcontroller and an interface coupled to the microcontroller for receiving external 
information; and 2) a personal navigator coupled to the base unit via a data link, the personal navigator 
further including a display component for displaying a dual partition selection list including at least a 
portion of the external information received from the interface, the dual partition selection list further 
includes a first selection list and a second selection list, at least a portion of the first selection list and at 
least a portion of the second selection list being at least partly concurrently displayable on the display 
component, illustrates the dual selection of the use interface in which the later is used for a displaying 
component and not requiring coding information). 
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As per claim 19, Croy discloses: 

The electric device according to claim 16, wherein the electric device is an electrical household 
appliance and said control unit controls and monitors said electrical household appliance using said 
data packets transmitted from said user interface. 

(Column 2, line 16-30, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices is disclosed. In one embodiment, 
a control device for monitoring and controlling an electronic device, includes: 1) a base unit including a 
microcontroller and an interface coupled to the microcontroller for receiving external information; and 2) 
a personal navigator coupled to the base unit via a data link, and column 9, line 51-52 , All the 
Personal Navigator 200 external information is received/transmitted in encoded format via data 
packets and column 9, line 31 ,remote control for household appliances: kitchen, air condition, heating, 
security, and the like, illustrates the monitoring and controlling can be used for a household device). 



As per claim 20, Croy discloses: 

The electric device according to claim 16, including said data network is a public data network, 
especially the internet 

(Column 10, line 9-10, At least one server must be installed to supply the remote device 200 with 
information transmitted over the Intemet, illustrates the use of the intemet to transmit control 
information). 
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As per claim 21, Croy discloses: 

The electric device according to claim 16, including said user interface forms at least a component 
of a second control unit. 

(Column 2, line 16, 19-30, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices, wherein a base unit 
including a microcontroller and an interface coupled to the microcontroller for receiving external 
information; and 2) a personal navigator coupled to the base unit via a data link, the personal navigator 
further including a display component for displaying a dual partition selection list including at least a 
portion of the external information received from the interface, the dual partition selection list further 
includes a first selection list and a second selection list, at least a portion of the first selection list and at 
least a portion of the second selection list being at least partly concurrently displayable on the display 
component, illustrates the dual selection of the use interface and the capability of a forming two coding 
information). 

As per claim 22, Croy discloses: 

The electric device according to claim 21, including said user interface forms said second control 
unit 

(Column 2, line 16, 19-30, by monitoring and controlling electronic devices,wherein a base unit including 
a microcontroller and an interface coupled to the microcontroller for receiving external information; and 
2) a personal navigator coupled to the base unit via a data link, the personal navigator fiirther including a 
display component for displaying a dual partition selection list including at least a portion of the external 
information received from the interface, the dual partition selection list fiirther includes a first selection 
list and a second selection list, at least a portion of the first selection list and at least a portion of the 
second selection list being at least partly concurrently displayable on the display component, illustrates 
the dual selection of the use interface and the capability of a forming two coding information). 
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4. Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Katsube, Yasuhiro et al. "Node device and method for controlling label switching path set up in inter- 
connected networks" US Patent No. 6341 127 

Edens, Glenn et aP'Synchronous network for digital media streams" US Patent No. 661 1537 

Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Tarek Chbouki whose telephone number is 57 1 -2703 1 54. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 am to 5:00 pm EST. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Chameli Das can be reached on 

571-2701392. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-83G0. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) 
or 571-272-1000. 
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